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With a new host “Toast’ on the rise this winter

2006 is yer another new yedar
for Toast Lounge, a hip venue in
Somerviles Union Susare. Begin-
ring i February 2006, founder of
the Somerville Poetry Series &
Toast, Dougias Holder, will hand the
hosting mic over w me, Chiemi.
Suid Holder: “Chiemi has been a
regular at the Toast Series since Hs
start. She s opening the series o
music as well” The performances
apticipated are “of tyrics with instru-
mentation by other musicians as
well as readings.”

in Fall 26053, Augusme § Ruos-
s0, Jr. came on board for Toast
Laoinge 68 It3 new general manager
Sinve he began, Russo has worked
behind the scenes to srchestate the
Sotspot into a place with 3 new
wach and even a hitle more flash,
while still retainimg what Paula Kel-
ey called its “swanky medieval
dungeon” atmosphere.

That Folder, the founder of the
Series, was featured in the last 2005
event this December, wag fitting, |
felt things had come full circle when
1 had the honor and pleasure of writ-
ing about Holder as 2 featured act
December Eth,

{ am supremely excited by the
advent of having two different, yet
complimentary {features every
month, continning in but yet ex-
panding the tardic tradition begun
here with the infusion of notes and
song. The response has been spec-

mmoular - scintiifating with talent and
nossibilities to braak new ground.
Fickel, who atiended the De-
cember event, savs he is excited ©
play in the “grest space” that is
“Foast, and most of all, o “play W a
context where peaple are actually
Hstening to the yrks.” Guests for
2006 also inchude Boston University
Professor Tracy Strauss, Juliina Bu-
res and Cheryl Devitt, and John
Soud (folkoarecords.wipod.com),
founder of the local independent
record label, Foilk On Records and

radieshow hostdd WMPO 915 FM.

out of Medford. It is my hope that
this newly sugmented Series at
Toast will offer that and more. .

Since 26&4; when I began pro-
viding music for each event, T have
been smmned by the wlent and v~
ety walking thrcugh the doors,
The lne-up for 2005 was: Jan. 7:
Jarnes DeCrescentis and Richard
Wilhalmy, Jan. 28: Regie Gibson and
Ryk Mcintyre; Feb, 18: Janet
Cormnier and Chad Parenteau; May
% Muarc Widershien and Lo Galluc-
cig; June 127 Joe Torra and Jim
Dunyy; July 1 Susie Davidson and
Doug Halder; Aug. 14 Juliana Bu-
res and frene Koronas; Sept. 11: Po-
ets from New Renaissance Maga-
zing; and Oct. 9 Ann Carhart and
Philip Burrham.

Submitted by Chiemi, Host, po-
etry series @ Toast.

Somerville Poetry Series @ Toast 2006
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Somerville reisdent Lisa Locke performed recently at the Abbey Lounge. She has signed on to the



