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During my vacation at Peak’s Island, Maine I met the
poet Alison Ide-Pech. She told me abour a poem she wrote
about nursing her baby. I sounded incriguing, so [ rold her

to send it my way

NURSING MUSINGS
She caresses my breast as
She apens her mouth and
Drinks fa my milk with

Divine satisfaction.

Her body arches and relaxes
Welcoming surges of sweetness

Perfect white bliss,

#er warm hand smoothes
The voluptsous crestigg space.
She soothes my mind

Meshes with my pulse.

We are suspended between
Balancing each other
Bridging heaven and earth.
-Alison Ide-Pech
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Ingrid Chiemi Schroffrer,
Lkpown by the moniker “Chiemi,”
is a 30 something, lawyer/
singes/songwrites, and journalise
well-known on the Somerville
music scene. A native of Hawaii,
bur a resident of Massachusetts
since 1988, Chiemi, {meaning
one whe is blessed in Japanese),
came here to attend coilege and
she eventually earned her law de-
gree from Boston College Law
School. In a biographical state-
ment she wrires: T like telling
stories which stems in part, from
my Bast/West heritage; work on
folkeales as an undergraduace,
and I further carry it out in my
daytime profession as an advo-
cate

Chiemi hosts the menthly
“Somervilie Mews Music / Poet-
ry Seriexd” currendy held 2t the
Shermar Cafe in Union Square,
Semervifle. She also has a popu-
lag column in The Somerville
News, titled "Chierni's. Corner,”
that reports on the music scene
chrough incisive interviews and
asticles.

In 2005 Chiemi released the
C1) “Living On Two Coasts,
She has played in sach Somer-
vilie watering holes as " The Bur-
ren,”“Toast,“The Skybar,” and
“PA's Lounge. I ralked wich her
or my Somerville Commanity
Access TV show “Poet to Po-
et/ Writer to Writer”

Doug Holder: “Chiemi” means
“one whe is blessed” in Japanese.
Are you biessed?

Chiemi: I guess I can’t complain.
I feel lucky to write for The
Somerville News, and ro host
the “Somerville News Poetry Se-
ries." I pen the "Chiemis comer”
column for the News, and I post

Chiemi: A Lawyer and Singer
Songwriter who is “blessed”

it on my website. So the people I
interview or write abour can’
their articles to  their
friends, etc... “Chiemi’s Corner”
deals with the Somerville music
scene and the series, and the po-

send

18 and musicians whe populare
this milieu, At the” Somerville
News Poetry and Music Series”
we will have performers and po-

ets like Jennifer Macthews,.

Colleen Houlihan, Ross Gold-
berg, and others presenting. On
Sept. 10 the series will move 1o
the Tir Na Neg in Union
Square. T do feature arcicles on
each persan in the series. [ ger o
learn sbont how they write, whae
their processes are, and whas
their composition and are are
abous.

You are balf fapanese and balf
German. You write songs abowt
your mixed beritage, Are these two
parts of you in conflict?

There s fricrion  besween

"Bast/West ways of thinking. 1
covered this in my undergradu-
ate thesis concerning German
and Japanese folksales, zud how
they shape identities through
commton genres. In che Western
rnindset there tends to be a focus
on moving forward. In the Asian
mindset there is a progression
thae is like a ball or sphere that
expands. Asian thought is more
about incorporating things as
opposed to moving forward and
discarding things. So chis creaves
conflict, My mother was broughe
up in the circular way of think-
ing, while my father is German
and much mote pragmatic.

What inspires you when you
write lyrics?
Turns of phrases, conversations

thiat T have, or that [ hear. [ fike

to think of songs a8 2 continuum
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Doug Holder

of thinking abons ideas. My
thoughts evolve., whether [am
using the sez as a metapheor, or
thinking abous what it means to
ove .woao.a.ﬁﬁ - :

) %.e.a are alawyer s well as being 4

- dinger/ songwriter: Does each of

< dhese ferd the other

1 ke & think of thiem as being
sedared. T don't like to have lack
of consinuity Ts haed 1o be one
way in one role and Jifferent in

~the a.nrnm.,ww weird.
Does yayr life as an artist affect
your credibility as a lawyer?

1 don't rell av. clients that fam a
musician. People have this idea
rthat musicians are flakes. I'm in
“family faw, so jt may be more ac-
ceptable 1o be a performer.

You were involved in the “Burren
Project.” It revolved around the
Burren Pub in Davis Square,
Somerville. Can you talk about 1
Y was fvolved with it in 2004 k
was a fabulous project. it n-
volved 2 compilation of the regu-
lar musicians that performed ac
the Burren open mic, We made 2
C13 that was representative of 2
typical night o the Burren.

Your best friend from law school is
the daughter of Ed Banders.
Sanders ‘was a member of the
group the FUGS and the author of
“Tales of Beatnik Glory.” Pud
Sanders politically focused songs
bave any influence on you?

The Face that his group incorpo-
rated political ideas in their
songs had an impact on me. I
reatized it wasn't totally offbase
to do that, I've met him, and be
has » very interesting way of
thinking, His daughter is now 2
very conservative lawyer,



